Mary Eliza Burgess Filter

June 2, 1927 - June 18, 2025

Mary Eliza Burgess Filter, age 98, passed away peacefully on Wednesday
June 18 at her lifelong home on 6th St., Glendale Heights, with her daughter
by her side.

Mary was born on June 2, 1927, the youngest child of the late Thomas Sr. and
Lena Suzanne (Bokelman) Burgess.

A loving person and happy-go-lucky spirit, Mary always had a smile or a hug
and kiss for those who knew her. Her motto was to put God and others before
herself, always looking for how she could help others in any way and
anywhere. Mary was versatile and celebrated life. She loved music, dancing,
birds, wildlife, nature and especially her flowers and gardening. She treasured
opportunities to sew, cook and bake for others.

Mary enjoyed traveling and went abroad several times throughout her adult
life. Perhaps most memorably, in 2012, she traveled to Suffolk, England and
met long-lost cousins who quickly became and remain integral members of
the extended Filter family. Mary’s most faithful hobby was a ministry of
sending thousands of holiday, birthday, greeting and all other occasion cards
to loved ones and anyone she thought she could bring light to.

Mary lived a life of service and her work ethic was exemplary. She worked as
a gas station attendant during World War Il and later as a salesclerk at the
late Stone & Thomas Department Store. She worked for the Democratic Party
for several years, serving as a poll worker among other roles. She was a
frequent blood donor to the American Red Cross, compelled to share her



universal blood as much as she could. She volunteered with both the Boy
Scouts and Girls Scouts when her children were young, was a life-long
member of the V.F.W., a long-time member of Eagles Auxiliary Chapter 477,
and a member of the Moundsville and Wheeling Senior Centers. Mary was
Membership Director for several years with the former Parents Without
Partners Chapter 577 of Wheeling.

After her husband passed away in 1971, Mary enrolled in the B.M. Spurr
School of Nursing, then worked as an LPN for 16 years, before retiring at 65.
Mary loved her job and her patients and was loved in return. Mary would sing
or hum while she worked, a trait inherited from her mother. She was dubbed
as the “singing nurse” by her patients and bestowed additional terms of
endearment like “Ms. Sunshine.” Had she known she would live so long, she
said she would have kept working for at least 10 more years. Noted for her
willingness to jump in and work a double shift anytime needed, she was happy
to demonstrate that “hard work never killed anyone!”

Mary was the last surviving founding member of the St. Jude Club, formed in
the 1950s and named after the patron saint of impossible causes because
some said that it would be impossible to build and maintain a Catholic church
in Glen Dale, which was the group’s intent. Mary was elected Treasurer and
served in that role for the life of the club. To open a bank account, she made
the first monetary donation to the future St. Jude Catholic Church.
Approximately ten years later, the St. Jude Club had raised enough funds to
build the Church Hall, a building to serve as temporary church while being
used to continue raising money for the permanent church. Mary and her family
hosted her 90th birthday party in the Church Hall in 2017. In 1988, the
beautiful permanent St. Jude Church was completed and dedicated. Involved
in the St. Jude parish from the very beginning, Mary also held the treasurer
office of the St. Jude Women’s Guild for 10 years before passing the torch.
She served as a Eucharistic Minister and as an Altarist for several years,
along with other duties within the parish.

Mary was preceded in death by her loving husband Kesty J. Filter (2-25-71)



and her youngest son Kenneth R. Filter (5-8-14), two brothers, two sisters, 11
brothers- and 9 sisters-in law, several nephews, nieces and cherished friends
who meant the world to her.

Surviving Mary are one daughter Mary Kay Filter Dietrich; two sons Henry
Edward “Butch” Filter and Kesty Francis Filter; two grand-daughters Heather
Ann Dietrich Batzel and husband Urs Batzel and Season Colette Dietrich
Burris and husband Col. Matthew Burris, Retired; two grandsons Henry Burke
and wife Angela Burke, and Shawn Burke; five great grand-children Emily
Burke, Aidan Burke, Adelena Batzel, Benjamin Burris and Thomas Burris; plus
one great-great-grandson; her beloved cousin David Platt, his wife Claire
Parfrey, and cousins Emma Platt and Robert Parfrey; nine nieces and eight
nephews including her very special nephew Douglas Filter, plus numerous
grand-nieces and -nephews.

At Mary’s request, there was no public visitation, and she was laid to rest next
to the love of her life at Riverview Cemetery in Moundsville on June 20th. It
was Mary’s final wish that she be remembered as you last saw her and that
everyone be “happy and not sad.”

At the family’s request, memorial donations may be sent to St. Jude Church,
826 Jefferson Avenue, PO Box 147, Glen Dale, WV 26038.



Cemetery Details

Riverview Cemetery

Round Bottom Hill Rd.
Moundsville, WV



Tribute Wall

| was fortunate to work with Mary on the 5th floor of Reynolds
Memorial way back in 1976-1978. During a blizzard she took me to
her house to stay the night because there was no way | could make
it home to Sherrard. That act of kindness stayed with me all these
days. May she rest in peace.

Crystal Olnick - July 20, 2025 at 07:32 AM
Her Birthday is On June 2. One year | made her a lemon pie n took

it to her n we had pie for her bd .| remembered she told me she
loved lemon me range pie .

are like

brighten
your da;,-'
Thank You

Nancy J. Yaquinta - James - July 16, 2025 at 03:30 PM

Her Birthday was June 2 . one year | knew she loved lemon pie . so
I made her a him

Nancy J. Yaquinta - James - July 16, 2025 at 03:28 PM



Mary was one of my good friends . very supportive .wise woman
she was . always gave hood advice.she always had my back .she
was also in my B.M. Spurred Nursing class. We all called her
Gramma! We had a lot of good times. What a special Lady !

Nancy Jo Yaquinta - July 16, 2025 at 03:18 PM

Mary andvhervfamily lived 2 doors down from me , nextvto my
grandparent's. IBwas friends with Mary Kay and spent almost as
much time at her house as | did at homw, Mary was akways friendly
and welcoming when | went iver and she stYed in touch with my
zmother for many years. Prayers and my deepest sympathy to her
children

CHRNOA KOMOMOROWSKI MILLER'S - July 15, 2025 at 01:38 PM

1 file added to the tribute wall

Henry Burke - July 15, 2025 at 10:48 AM

I had the privilege of working with Mary at Reynolds Hospital. She
was truly a piece of sunshine. May you rest in peace my friend.

Janet goddard - July 14, 2025 at 02:17 PM



Mary was a joy to work with. Her kindness to her patients was
wonderful and she kept many of them laughing or at least smiling. |
kept in contact with Mary over the years. Rest in peace my dear friend

v

Debra Thiele - July 18, 2025 at 08:09 PM

From The Romanek family you were a great friend and you will be
sadly missed!! GOD BLESS YOU AND YOUR FAMILY!!!!I!

TINA ROMANEK - July 20, 2025 at 05:20 PM



